LONDON (AFP) - More rains were forecast Thursdayffood-hit areas where meteorologists said
the three months from May to July were the weite&ingland and Wales since records began in
1766.

The heavy rains came in two waves, one on Jun@@42%, that flooded much of northern and
central England, killing four people, and anotherJaly 20 that submerged swathes of south and
west England. A father and son died Wednesday mifgét apparently becoming overwhelmed by
fumes as they used a petrol-powered pump to renmvater from a rugby club in Tewkesbury,
Gloucestershire, one of the worst-hit areas.

The older man was aged 64, while his son was i2®és The current flooding is the worst in 60
years, leaving hundreds of thousands of peopleowittap water, cutting electricity to tens of
thousands of homes, and spreading chaos on bath apal railways. The figures released by the
weather forecasting agency, the Met Office, shothatl387.6 millimetres (15.3 inches) of rain has
fallen across England and Wales, the most sinaedsavere first kept in 1766.

Even with the month not yet over, the total raindmhount is already more than twice the May-to-
June average, which is 186.3 millimetres. And aljfoofficials said levels along most of the
Severn and Thames Rivers had peaked, meteorolégistast more rain and health officials
worried about the threat posed by sewage-taintextiiaters.

The worst of the day's rain is due to fall in pat®©evon, Cornwall, Somerset and Dorset, which is
well south of the flood zones. But flood-hit comnities in Gloucestershire, Berkshire and
Oxfordshire were also threatened with heavy rairi, some parts of the southern Cotswolds
facing up to 20 millimetres, Met Office forecasiigel Bolton said.

Around 140,000 homes remained without tap waténénflood-ravaged western county of
Gloucestershire as a utility firm tried to repatre@atment plant crippled by the overflowing Severn
at the weekend. People in the area were receivatgrwations from more than 1,000 mobile water
tanks, but many complain they are not being fitieeckly enough.

Gloucestershire police warned there had been intsd# selfishness where people were draining
the tanks or reselling water at inflated pricese Tieir to the British throne, Prince Charles, is tu
visit flooded areas of Gloucestershire and Woreskiee Friday. He has a country retreat at
Highgrove in Gloucestershire but it has not beéecsdd.

Professor lan Cluckie, chairman of the governmertkbd Flood Risk Management Research
Consortium, warned that the water "will become aarihated with raw sewage which means that
there will still be E coli in there."

Cluckie, interviewed by the Daily Mail, added tltatould lead to diseases like cholera or
dysentery. Floodwaters along most of the Severedest in central and western England. Water
levels have also reached their highest point fostrfaations along the Thames, and are either
steady or starting to fall slowly, officials said.

Three severe flood warnings remained on the Rivanies and River Ock in Oxfordshire. Officials
said people who live downriver in Reading, Purleg &lenley should see levels start do drop
throughout Thursday after having watched themtoserds their homes. The capital London,
which lies towards the end of the Thames, is ndeuthreat.
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cue teams at Work.

?hethe night

HELP is arriving from
across Europe as news of the
West’s worst ever flood
reaches the Continent.

Gloucestershire Fire and
Rescue Service is being
helped by an Italian hover-
craft crew that turned up
unexpectedly.

The three mysterious but
selfless Italians drove from
Rome, with hovercraft in
tow, to offer their help in the
name of the Protezione
Civile Volontariato, which
translates as volunteers of
civil protection.

The trio, some of who have
abandoned family holidays
to come to the rescue, do not
speak a word of English.

But the fire service is
lucky enough to have an Ital-
ian speaking station com-
mander, Tally Giampa, who,
with the help of his sister

Rome sends hover help

Surpr:se arrival: The Italian hovercraft and crew are helping out

Franca, got to the bottom of

the mystery yesterday.
Station commander Gi-

ampa said: “A minister for

‘civil protection from Rome

sent an e-mail to Gordon
Brown’s office saying he has
a hovercraft team from a vol-
untary organisation, free of
charge, to send across.

“On Wednesday night they

turned up at our headquar-
ters. They are incredible,
these hovercraft can go over
barbed wire, over land, any-
where. They’ve been a great
help in scanning the area
quickly.”

The crew has been de-
ployed in the Mythe area
providing invaluable recon-
naissance.




